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SC asks ECI to publish names excluded from Kerala
draft rolls, consider extending objection deadline
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Thursday directed
that the names of persons
excluded from the draft elec-
toral rolls in Kerala following
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) be made publicly avail-
able both at local offices and

on the Election Commission
of India's (ECI) official web-
site.  A bench of Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi was
hearing a clutch of petitions
challenging the ongoing SIR
process in the state.

During the hearing, the

petitioner's side submitted
that nearly 24 lakh names
had been deleted in the draft
rolls released by the poll body
and argued that affected indi-
viduals could not file objec-
tions without a published list
of those excluded. "They
have to list objections, but the

list of those persons deleted is
not available. Now people
have to go back and file
objections stating why you
deleted me; that opportunity
is missing for us," counsel
submitted.It was further con-
tended that in many cases,
individuals were wrongly

marked as deceased or
shown as residing outside
Kerala.Taking note of the
submission, the apex court
ordered that the names of
individuals who have been
excluded from the draft elec-
toral list, if not already dis-
played, shall be displayed at
the offices of the gram pan-
chayat or any other public
office located in the villages,
and the list shall also be pub-
lished on the website.The
CJI-led Bench suggested that
the ECI may consider extend-
ing the deadline for filing
objections to deletions.In an
earlier hearing, the Supreme
Court permitted petitioners
seeking additional time for
the SIR process of electoral
rolls in Kerala to submit their
representations to the ECI
and directed the poll body to
decide on these by December
31, 2025.According to official
figures, Kerala had
2,78,50,856 voters on the
rolls before the revision. Of
these, 2,54,42,352.

Op-Sindoor not yet com-
pletely over, fight
against terror will con-
tinue: Rajnath Singh
JAIPUR : Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday asserted that Operation Sindoor is
not yet over, declaring that India's efforts for
peace will continue until the ideology of ter-
rorism is completely eradicated. 

Addressing the Shaurya Sandhya (Evening
of Valour) programme at the Sawai Man Singh
(SMS) Stadium on the occasion of Army Day,
Rajnath Singh said: "Operation Sindoor is not
yet completely over because until the mindset
of terrorism is eliminated, our
pursuit of peace will not stop.
I am making this declaration
from the brave land of
Rajasthan."

As Army paratroopers
descended into the stadium,
the venue reverberated with
chants of 'Jai Ho', creating a
charged patriotic atmosphere
in the presence of the Defence
Minister. Rajnath Singh said
that through Operation
Sindoor, India not only
demonstrated its military
strength but also its national
character. "The action against
terrorists was taken with
careful planning and humani-
tarian values in mind. That is
why Operation Sindoor will be
remembered not just as a mil-

itary operation, but as a symbol of courage
combined with restraint," he said. Earlier in
the day, Jaipur witnessed a grand display of
military power as BrahMos missiles, Bhishma
and Arjun tanks, Pinaka rocket launchers,
robotic dogs and other advanced equipment
rolled through the streets. Apache attack hel-
icopters performed aerial manoeuvres, while
Jaguar fighter jets flew in from the Nal
(Bikaner) airbase, drawing large crowds. For
the first time, the Army Day Parade was held
outside a military cantonment, with thou-
sands of citizens lining Mahal Road in
Jagatpura to witness the historic event. The
parade began with the presentation of Army
Medals (Gallantry) to soldiers martyred in
Operation Sindoor. Gallantry awardees,

Property of Pakistan-based terror
handler attached in J&K's Poonch 

JAMMU :The property of a
Pakistan-based terror han-
dler in J&amp;K's Poonch
district has been attached,
police said on Thursday. 

"In a decisive legal action
against terrorism and anti-
national elements operating
from across the border,
Poonch police have attached
an immovable property
belonging to a Pakistan-
based terror handler, in com-
pliance with the directions of
the Hon'ble Court," a police
statement said.

The attachment, effected

in connection with FIR No.
07/2002 registered at Police
Station Mandi under Sections
2/3 of the E&amp;IMCO Act,
comprises 10 kanal 14 mar-
las of land, falling under
Khasra Nos 491 situated in
Tehsil Mandi, District
Poonch, with an assessed
value of approximately Rs
22.05 lakh," it said.

According to the police,
the attached property
belongs to Abdul Aziz, son of
Ahmeda Lone, resident of
Chamber Kanari, Tehsil
Mandi, Poonch, who is

presently operating as a
Pakistan-based terror han-
dler.

"The accused had earlier
exfiltrated to Pakistan/PoJK
and has since been actively
involved in activities inimical
to the security and sovereign-
ty of the nation. Owing to his
continued evasion of the legal
process, the accused was
declared a Proclaimed
Offender by the Hon'ble
Court. Despite sustained
efforts by Poonch police to
secure his arrest, he
remained beyond the reach

of law, compelling the
Hon'ble Court to order
attachment of his immovable
property," the statement said.

"Acting upon these direc-
tions, the attachment was
executed by Poonch Police in
close coordination with the
Revenue Department, after
following all due legal proce-
dures, verification, and docu-
mentation."

The police statement said
that this action forms part of
a broader and sustained
strategy to dismantle the
financial and logistical sup-
port structures of terror net-
works and to ensure that
individuals involved in terror-
ism and anti-national activi-
ties are deprived of their
resources.

"District Police Poonch
reiterates its unwavering
commitment to act firmly and
lawfully against Pakistan-
based terror handlers and all
elements involved in activi-
ties prejudicial to national
security, and assures the
public that such measures
will continue in the interest of
peace, public safety, and sov-
ereignty of the nation," the
statement added.

NITI Aayog unveils blueprint to empower MSMEs by
boosting scheme implementation, service delivery
NEW DELHI : NITI Aayog on
Thursday released a detailed
blueprint to improve out-
comes for the micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) by streamlining
scheme implementation,
strengthening inter-ministe-
rial coordination, and
enhancing the delivery of
financial, skill, marketing,
and innovation support. 

The report, titled
'Achieving Efficiencies in
MSME Sector through
Convergence of Schemes',
outlines a strategic roadmap
to strengthen the effective-
ness of government support
for MSMEs in the country.

Among other suggestions,
the report proposes an AI-
powered centralised digital
platform integrating MSME

schemes, compliance,
finance, and market intelli-
gence."Drawing on global
best practices, the portal
would feature information,
process, compliance, and
market research modules,
supported by AI chatbots,
dashboards, and mobile
access for real-time support
to MSMEs," NITI Aayog said
in a statement.Further, the
report evaluates existing gov-
ernment schemes and pro-
grammes for the MSME sec-
tor, assesses the current level
of convergence among them,
and identifies best practices
from central, state, and inter-
national experiences, offer-
ing actionable recommenda-
tions to unlock convergence
opportunities and undertake
corrective measures to

improve efficiency, outreach,
and impact of MSME
schemes. There are 18
schemes spanning critical
support areas such as credit
assistance, skill development,
marketing support, innova-
tion and R&amp;D, technolo-
gy and quality upgradation,
and infrastructure develop-
ment. The report recom-
mends a two-pronged
approach to convergence,
comprising information con-
vergence and process conver-
gence."Information conver-
gence focuses on integrating
government-generated data
at the central and state levels
to improve coordination,
enable informed decision-
making, and strengthen gov-
ernance outcomes," it high-
lighted.Two, process conver-

gence aims at aligning and
unifying schemes to reduce
redundancies, streamline
operations, and improve
service delivery.

This includes merging
similar schemes, combining
common components, and
fostering collaboration across
ministries and states to cre-
ate a cohesive MSME support
ecosystem. The report pro-
poses integration of the
Scheme of Fund for
Regeneration of Traditional
Industries (SFURTI) with the
Micro and Small Enterprises
- Cluster Development
Programme (MSE-CDP). Also,
the report proposes rational-
ising of skill initiatives into a
three-tier structure covering
entrepreneurship and busi-
ness skills, MSME.

MP Assembly session to com-
mence from Feb 16 to March 6
BHOPAL : The Madhya
Pradesh Assembly will con-
vene on February 16, mark-
ing the beginning of the ninth
session of the 16th Vidhan
Sabha.  The session will open
at 11 a.m. in Bhopal with the
Governor's address, setting
the stage for what is expected
to be the annual Budget, sup-
plementary demands and
Legislative activity focusing
on development, welfare
schemes, and economic
reforms.  Discussions on the
Governor's address and
Motion of Thanks are slated
for February 17-18, with
amendments due by
February 16 at 5 p.m.
Private member business,
including Bills and resolu-
tions, is allocated to Fridays'
last 2.5 hours (February 20,
February 27 and March 6),
with notice deadlines on

February 4-5.  Pre-session
notices for adjournments,
attention calls, and no-confi-
dence motions start on
February 10. 

The Assembly session will
run until March 6, with sit-
tings scheduled from
February 16-20, February
23-27, and March 5-6.  Daily
proceedings will include
question hours, government
business from Tuesday to
Thursday, and private mem-
ber bills and resolutions on
Fridays.  Holidays will be
observed on weekends and
during Holi on March 3, with
no sittings on March 2 and 4.
The Assembly Secretariat has
emphasised adherence to
rules of conduct, banning
personal allegations and pre-
mature publication of
notices, while reinforcing
security protocols and voting

procedures.  Assembly mem-
bers are urged to update
addresses and adhere to
notice submission norms for
smooth proceedings. 

This session, under Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav's BJP-
led government, is poised for
key debates on state issues,
aligning with constitutional
accountability. 

With Madhya Pradesh's
diverse tribal and rural
demographics, the session is
expected to highlight inclu-
sive growth, infrastructure
expansion, and agricultural
support through schemes like
PM-KISAN and Ayushman
Bharat.  Past Assembly ses-
sions have seen landmark
legislation on women's
empowerment and digital
governance, and this sitting is
poised to continue that tra-
jectory. 

ED arrests
Kerala busi-
nessman for
duping cashew
traders of Rs 24 crore
KOCHI : A businessman who
duped Kerala cashew traders
of Rs 24 crore with the false
promise of procuring low-
cost stock from Tanzania was
arrested by the ED from the
state's Ernakulam, an official
statement said on Thursday.
The Directorate of
Enforcement's (ED) Kochi
Zonal Office, arrested
Aneesh Babu, 35, a resident
of Kollam, on January 14
under Section 19(1) of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002. On Thursday, he was
produced before the Special
Court (PMLA), Ernakulam,
which sent him to judicial
custody till January 19. The
ED initiated an investigation
into the matter based on
multiple FIRs registered by
Kerala Police and re-regis-
tered by the Crime Branch,
Kollam, alleging large-scale
cheating of cashew traders.
It was revealed that Aneesh
Babu, through his entities,
namely Bi Southern .


